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not be pressed for the public service, since the
death of the Pasha of Damascus and the de-
signs of the Pasha of Acre had spread a general
ferment among the soldiers; and at this mo-
ment every thing was in requisition by opposite
and powerful parties.
As it was known that Suliman would make his
first halt at Jerusalem, after securing the pos-
session of its neighbourhood, by placing his
troops in the different stations on the way, it
was recommended by the consul, and those
whom we consulted, that we should set out for
that place, where we might hope to meet
him, and obtain from his hand the only pro-
tection under which it would now be safe to
travel.
The French consul, with several other Eu-
ropeans resident .here, who came to pay us a visit
on our arrival, insisted strenuously on the
fact of its being impossible to pass through
any part of Syria, without molestation at every
step, if not provided with the firman of the
pasha through whose dominions our road might
lie, as the military stationed at the diiferent
towns would gladly avail themselves of so fair a
pretext for ill treating and pillaging a stranger*
Even thus protected, there were still many risks
to encounter, from the robbers of the mountains,